
September 2019 
Wednesday 25 September 
10.30am 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Saturday 5 October, 7pm Harvest Supper 

Tuesday 15 October, 7pm 
at Horeb Chapel 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Would you like Crai News by email?  You can still have the paper copy as 
well if you wish but the eNews will arrive at least a week earlier.  To 
receive a copy please send a request to crainewsinfo@gmail.com.  You 
can also view past copies at groups.google.com—search for crai news. 

The next issue of Newyddion Crai News will cover November/December 
and the copy deadline is Monday 28 October.  Please send contributions 
by email to crainewsinfo@gmail.com, call 636210 or visit Ysgubor 
Tanyfedw.  Thanks.  David Dry 

Mis Medi 2019 



Llongyfarchiadau 

Congratulations to Dr Rees Jenkins, BVSc MRCVS of Llwynhir on his 
recent graduation from Liverpool University Veterinary School with a 
distinction. Rees will take up a post with Teilo Vets, Llandeilo in 
September. 

 

Congratulations to Katherine and Mike Davies, Waungoch, who celebrated 
their Coral Wedding Anniversary (35 years) on 1st September with their 
three children and their partners. 

 

Congratulations to Liz Matthews, Aberhyddnant, 
who was recently recognised by Powys County 
Council for her voluntary work.  She is pictured here 
with Chair of Council, Cllr Beverley Baynham. 

In her voluntary work Liz has restarted Girl Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows and initiated the setting up 
of Off the Bus, a popular club for primary school 
children which runs every Monday after school.  She 
is also part of the team running Christian coffee 
mornings in Crai giving those who don’t get out a lot 
a chance to meet and have a chat. 

Finally, Liz has been taking services at St Ilid’s and 
other churches and was recently licensed as a 
Reader at Brecon Cathedral. 

 

 

Llongyfarchiadau i Eleri Beiligwern ac Dafydd 
Thomas ar eich priodas brydferth.  Eleri and 
Dafydd were married by Reverend Paul 
Wilding on Saturday the 31st of August at 
Defynnog church followed by a wedding 
reception on Ystradffin farm Rhandirmwyn.  A 
wonderful happy day was had by all.  Best 
wishes and happiness together as Mr and 
Mrs Thomas in their future new home at 
Parcybugail, Ystradffin, Rhandirmwyn. 

 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

Information or offers of cakes: 

Janet 636906, Carole 636210 or Liz 636797 

This will be the start of our regular monthly 
coffee mornings. 

Llongyfarchiadau 

A most enjoyable time was had by family and 
friends on the occasion of the wedding of Louise 
Jones to Liam Thomas on 23rd August 2019 at St 
Ilid's Church, Crai.  Louise is the daughter of Bryan 
and Marian Jones (Marian is Church Warden at St 
Ilid's).  Liam is the son of Barry and Angela 
Thomas.  Mr Arwel Price, cousin of the bride, was 
the organist and played to his usual high standard.  
Reverend Paul Wilding officiated with Mrs Liz 
Matthews.  Best men were Lucas Jones and Gwyn 
Pengelly.  Bridesmaids were Susan Jones, Anna 
Jones and Elen Jones.  Holly Price was flower girl.  
A reception followed at Peterstone Court, 
Llanhamlach, and the happy couple are currently in 
Cyprus on honeymoon. 
 

Crai Tenby trip 

Another fantastic day out to Tenby was arranged by our very own tour 
operator Wynne, who also had arranged for us to have wonderful weather 
all day.  Most of us got wet—some all over and some just wet feet, but we 
all had sand between our toes. 

All had a chance to have long chats and sort the trials of life out.  As 
always on the way home we stopped for fish and chips at St Clears.  Long 
may it continue and a big thank you to Wynne for arranging it. 

Edwin Roderick, Glanafon 



Crai Open Gardens 2019 

To our intrepid gardeners who opened their gardens this year: Rose and 
Mick – Ty Coch, Lis and Marion – Nantsisil, Rose and Paul – 4 Belfont, 
Janet and Ivor – Tegfan, Max and Jane – Berth Ivan, Liz and Gethin – 
Cwm Hyfryd, Ivor and Eirian – Ty Gwyn. 

Once again Crai was blessed with some lovely weather for the event and 
an amazing number of people came to enjoy our wonderful gardens.  
Anyone who has a garden will appreciate the amount of work it takes just 
to keep it looking tidy, but to get it to a standard that will enable it to stand 
up to public scrutiny takes a huge effort and cannot be underestimated.  
So, a massive thank you to all those who opened their gardens this year, 
without you we simply wouldn’t have any event.  We had visitors coming 
from as far as Wiltshire to see our private gardens and are very happy to 
confirm that 179 tickets were sold.  With donations, we raised a total of 
£898.50 for the NGS charities: Treloar’s, Kids, We’re Mind, The Queens 
Nursing Institute, Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie, Hospice UK, 
Carers Trust, Perennial, Parkinson’s UK and 
Horatio’s Garden. 

We must also thank all the kind volunteers that make the whole event run 
so smoothly and provide an enjoyable experience for all our visitors.  Our 
volunteers are responsible for many tasks including promoting the event in 
many places around our vicinity, putting up signs on the roads and notices 
in the hall and setting up the hall as a lovely tearoom and shop.  Then as 
the visitors start to arrive the work begins with helping people to park 
safely, meeting and greeting, selling tickets and providing our visitors with 
maps and all the information they need for a great afternoon with us.  

There is a constant flow of people during the afternoon coming in for our 
teas, homemade cakes and ice cream (also in some of our gardens).  Our 
volunteers work nonstop catering for their needs along with sales of plants, 
tools, books and produce. 

A big thank you also to all those who provided delicious food for the teas 
and for donations of plants, produce and tools.  Due to all your efforts we 
raised a fantastic £531.50 for our Village Hall. 

We are looking forward to our next event in 2021. 

Tim Posty 



Festival, Cardiff Castle, Dan Yr 
Ogof and Ysgol Gyfun Ystalyfera 
and Brecon High Schools.  
Profiadau Gwych. 

New School Signs  Visitors to the 
school will notice many new Welsh 
colourful school signs located 
around the school yards and 
grounds.  Following our Welsh 
Assembly Government’s Siarter 
Iaith Bronze Accreditation we had 
to place new Welsh signs and 
display boards around the school.  
Everyone at the school like the new 
signs and we look forward to 
designing and purchasing new 
signs next term. 

Ground force Day  Many thanks 
to all the staff and friends of the 
school who have given up their time 

and for their efforts in tidying up the 
outside of the school, painting 
benches, painting murals, and 
planting flowers and shrubs.  Diolch 
yn fawr. 

School Trees  As you travel past 
the school, you cannot help but 
notice that the large trees between 
the school and the surgery have 
been removed.  This has 
transformed the appearance of the 
school from the main road.  A very 
big thankyou to all those governors 
and individuals who have been 
involved in meetings with Powys 
County Council to cut and remove 
the trees. 

Ceri Price 

School Helpers  A very big 
thankyou to those parents and 
friends of the school who have 
given up their time to support 
children with various activities and 
clubs throughout the year.  Special 
thankyou to Mrs Thursa Morgan, 
Coedwaungar, for all her support 
over many years.  We would also 
like to send our very best wishes to 
Mr T Glyn Powell, Glansenni.  

Urdd Rugby Tournament 
Congratulations to Year 5 and 6 
Rugby Team on their success and 
performance in the Urdd Regional 
Rugby Festival.  Squad members 
played some fine rugby and scored 
some good tries.  The team came 
away with a few wins and gained 
second place at the tournament. 

Codi Arian / Fundraising 
Throughout the year, pupils, staff 
and friends of the school have been 
busy raising funds for various 
charities and good causes. Many 
thanks to everyone for all their 
support.  Red Nose Day £249.50, 
Ronald McDonald House £152.00, 
Down Syndrome Day £75.02, Rags 
To Riches £196.75, Summer Fair / 
PTA Fun Day £385, Buckets for 
Blue £450, Noah’s Ark Colour Run 
£140, School Sleepover £640. 

Pupils and Staff Farewell  Our 
very best wishes go to those pupils 
who have left Ysgol Pontsenni as 
they transferred to new schools.  
We miss them all very much.  
Dymuniadau gorau a phob 
llwyddiant iddynt ar gyfer y dyfodol.  
We also send our very best wishes 

to Mrs Cheryl Phillips as she moves 
on to pastures new.  Mrs Phillips 
will be very much missed at Ysgol 
Pontsenni.  We all wish Mrs Phillips 
the very best of happiness and 
success in the future. 

Staff appointments  We would 
like to welcome Miss Bethan Price, 
Blaensenni, Heol Senni, to Ysgol 
Pontsenni as she has joined the 
school teaching staff.  Miss Price 
has gained much respect amongst 
the whole school community and is 
very much liked amongst all the 
pupils and the staff.  Croeso mawr i 
chi Miss Price. 

Horeb Chapel and Community 
Quiz Night  A team of school 
staff went along to take part in this 
event which was held at Crai Hall.  
Many community groups were 
represented as well as many 
families and friends.  Everyone 
really enjoyed a very successful 
evening. 

School Assembly Leaders  A big 
thankyou to Rev Paul Wilding, Mrs 
Liz Matthews, Mr Julian Barker and 
Mr Rhodri Phillips, Coordinator with 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodist and 
Presbyterian Chapels in Swansea, 
Neath and Crai, for leading and 
conducting our whole school 
worship at Ysgol Pontsenni. 

School Visits  Many pupils have 
been gaining experiences whilst 
visiting various locations such as 
Urdd Centre at Llangrannog, 
Tretower Castle and Court, Royal 
Welsh Showground to see the 
Welsh band Candelas, Hay 

News from Ysgol Pontsenni / Sennybridge Primary School 



Crai Hall Management Committee 
 

Community Barbecue June 2019 
 
 

with many thanks to Charles, Graeme, our chefs 
and all who helped to make it possible 

 
 
 

Pictures courtesy Max Forsythe, Berth Ivan 



Community Transport Schemes 

During those times when we are unable to drive or do not have access to 
a car, community transport is available.  Following a recent meeting here 
are some details of possibilities for transport which we can all access. 

There are taxi card and voluntary car schemes which recruit volunteer 
drivers, but sadly at the moment they are mainly in the north of Powys.  
Introduction of these schemes in the south is being considered. 

There are currently ten Dial-a-Ride schemes in Powys and the newer 
schemes are available to anyone who has a transport need.  Journeys 
have to be booked in advance.  For Brecon Dial-a-Ride telephone Lisa 
Marsh on 01874 624060. 

For further information on community transport schemes telephone Sarah 
Leyland-Morgan on 01597 826615.  I will post some more information in 
the hall. 

Edwin Roderick, Glanafon 

 

Brecon Medical Group Practice 

Those who use the Brecon surgery, and possibly Sennybridge, may have 
experienced a new appointments system in which patients speak to a 
triaging clinician responsible for identifying the urgency of their problem 
and helping them find an appropriate appointment at an appropriate time. 

The Brecon Medical Practice Patient Participation Group is asking for 
email feedback on this new appointments system.  If you would like to 
contribute please write to Martin Tavener—martin_tavener@yahoo.com—
with your feedback which should be generic, respect medical 
confidentiality and be specifically about the new appointment system. 

The practice has recently published a document on the reasons for the 
new system and if you would like a copy please email 
crainewsinfo@gmail.com. 

 

Farm diversification 

A meeting is being held at the BBNP offices in Brecon on 10th September 
at 6pm to give planning guidance for farm diversification in conjunction 
with Planning Aid Wales.  Places must be confirmed by midday on 6th 
September by calling 01874 620428. 

Horeb chapel 

Just a reminder to all members and friends that, following our summer 
break, services will resume on Sunday 15th September at 10.30am. 

During this six week break an extensive programme of repairs and 
refurbishment has taken place.  The internal work will be completed by this 
date but the external scaffolding will remain in situ until the contractors 
have competed their work, which is estimated to take up until the end of 
September.  However, this will not prevent us from attending Sunday 
worship. 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be held on Tuesday evening 15th 
October at 7pm when Rev. Meirion Morris will officiate.  A warm welcome 
to everybody—come and join us—Croeso cynnes i bawb. 

Janet Lewis, Tegfan 

Advance notice 

Crai Craft Group will once again be holding their Christmas Wreath making 
workshop on Wednesday, 27 November 2019 at 7.00pm in Crai Hall. 

If you are interested in participating please contact Susan, Tan Y Fedw, 
telephone (01874) 406 004 or email susancambell@icloud.com.  Places 
are limited and booking is essential.  Cost £5.00, material extra, to include 
Wynne's 'infamous mulled wine' and mince pies. 


