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Sunday 14 July Crai Open Gardens 

Crai News is also available online.  Go to groups.google.com and search 
for crai news. 

The next issue of Newyddion Crai News will cover September/October. 
It will be a week later than usual and the copy deadline is 
Monday 2 September.  Please send contributions by email to 
crainewsinfo@gmail.com, call 636210 or visit Ysgubor Tanyfedw.  
Thanks.  David Dry 

Mis Gorffennaf 2019 Alpha 

The Alpha Film Series is currently showing in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings following puddings at 7.30pm.  All are welcome.  Search ‘Try 
Alpha’ for details or contact David and Carole, Ysgubor Tanyfedw, 
636210. 

Compline Service 

What is Compline?  Also known as Night Prayer, or the Prayers at the End 
of the Day, Compline is the final church service of the day, the completion 
of the working day.  The word was first used in this sense about the 
beginning of the 6th century by St. Benedict. 

The monthly services held in this Benefice follow a pattern of quiet 
reflection which, although following the same pattern, are diverse in focus 
as each one is led by a different person, who can be either lay or ordained.  
Everyone is welcome, they are a great way to be still and reflect on the 
day, week or month. 

The next two services will take place on: July 15th, 7.30 pm at Llywel and 
August 19th, 7.30pm at Treanglas. 

Children’s FunDay 

There will be a Funday on Wednesday August 7th in Llywel Church. This 
will be an afternoon of fun activities for children of all ages on a Bible story 
theme, followed by a family tea. For more information contact Liz 636797 
or Nicky Davies, Trecastle. 



National Garden Scheme Crai Open Gardens 

Sunday 14th July 

 2 - 5pm 

Proceeds from teas, car wash, plant sales and any 
produce that anyone donates to Neuadd Plwyf Crai 

Village Hall 

Proceeds from entrance fees to NGS charities: 

 

As I write this we are remembering the lovely sunny 
day we had yesterday in Crai!  No doubt sunny days 
will come again and hopefully on the 14th of July.  
Aren’t we so lucky to have the Hall, come rain or shine, 
for teas.  Mary Nantyrharn has again kindly taken on 
the responsibility for teas so we are in good hands.  
After the success of the car wash at the Plant Sale at 
the end of May, Karen is offering a repeat 
performance.  The Garden Club will be selling plants 
that they have raised in Aberhyddnant and 
Llwynneuadd poly tunnels. 

 

All offers of help gratefully received.  Contact Marion or 
Lis, Nantsisil, 638165; Mary, Nantyrharn, 636228. 

Recycle your crisp packets 

I have just found out that Honddu Vets, Ffrwdgrech Industrial Estate, 
recycle crisp packets through TerraCycle.  When you take your recycling 
to Brecon, you can take your empty crisp packets to Honddu Vets, just 
round the corner, and help to save the planet! 

Marion Oughton, Nantsisil 

Dymuniadau gorau 

Our commiserations to David Cambell, Tanyfedw, who sustained twelve 
fractures in a cycling accident when he was two-thirds of the way through 
the Dragon Duathlon.  Best wishes, David, for a speedy recovery. 



 
Cydymdeimladau 

Our sincerest condolences to Cynthia, Daniel and Rhodri and to Bess and 
all the family on the recent loss of Delme.Jones, Pentreuchaf. 

 

 

Plant and Produce Sale 

On Sunday the 26th of May, Crai village’s annual Plant and Produce Sale 
took place in the Village Hall.  There were many visitors from Crai and the 
surrounding villages and also from further afield.  This year many of the 
plants on sale were raised from seeds, cuttings and plugs by members of 
Crai Garden Club in poly-tunnels and greenhouse at Llywneuadd and 
Aberhyddnant.  These plants, together with plants and produce donated by 
residents of Crai, contributed to a very well-stocked hall on the day of the 
sale.  Visitors also enjoyed the delicious home made teas.  Thank you to 
members of the Crai Garden Club and residents of the community who 
helped to make a success of this year’s Plant and Produce Sale.  You will 
all be pleased that your efforts resulted in raising £950 towards the 
maintenance of our much loved Village Hall. 

Annette Carley, Noddfa 

Hope House 

On Wednesday  evening the 19th of June at Crai hall there was a 
presentation by Hope House, a women’s centre run by Teen Challenge 
UK, about drug misuse.  The women got up and shared the severe drug 
and drink related problems they had been through, which involved family 
breakups and health issues, before they were taken in by Hope House.  
They were then helped through their problems in the context of the 
Christian community there.  I must compliment all those involved in putting 
the event on.  Since my time as County Councillor I have been made very 
much aware of the problems that drugs bring.  Quite often the problems 
are closer to home than we realize and they ruin lives and families. 

Edwin Roderick, Glanafon 

Crai Coffee Morning 

We held our last ‘coffee morning’ of the season on 19th June with an 
evening presentation and testimony from Teen Challenge of Hope House, 
Llanelli.  Some truly amazing ladies which you can read about above. 

We would like to thank everyone who has attended and supported over 
the past months.  We have stopped for the summer but will be back in 
September with a Macmillan Coffee Morning.  

We are always eager to hear your thoughts on any way we could improve 
the morning for you. 

Christians Together – Janet 636906, Liz 636797, Carole 636210 

TeamBuilders Holiday Club 

Keep the date – Sports themed Holiday club run by Off the Bus will again 
be taking place this summer on 27th , 28th, and 29th August in Trecastle 
Community Hall. 

With a sports-based theme (that is also suitable for non-sporty children!) 
there's plenty of sporting action, fun and games, crafting, making and so 
much more.  TeamBuilders helps children to discover what it means to be 
part of a team – helping them to understand that every role in a team is 
equally important, no matter how big or small. 

The TeamBuilders daily programme focuses on awesome stories from the 
Bible (including one or more of Joseph, Moses, Esther, Jesus and Paul) – 
each one giving children the opportunity to see what life is like on God's 
team, and inviting them to join his team for themselves! 

More information to follow, or contact Liz Matthews, Aberhyddnant, 
636797, info@abercottages.com. 



Llongyfarchiadau 

Congratulations to Dr. David Jenkins, 
Llwynhir, on his marriage to Mizuki Otsubo at 
the Enkoji Temple, Kyoto, Japan on the 19th 
of May. The couple will live in Hilo, Hawaii 
from July when David takes up his new post 
at the Gemini Observatory in Hilo following 
completion of his PhD. 

 

Congratulations to Susan Davies, Chapel 
House, who was 60 in May. 

 

Congratulations also to Julian Barker, 
Llwynneuadd, who reached the same 
milestone, but our condolences are also due 
to Julian and Sue as Julian’s father died 
shortly after the birthday celebration. 

 

Congratulations to Edwin Roderick, Glanafon, on an even greater 
milestone, 70 in May. 

Diolch 

Edwin Roderick says: Thanks to all that sent me good wishes on my 
birthday of three score years and ten.  Doesn’t time fly?  Had a great day, 
although council meeting in the morning.  It was also our wedding 
anniversary of 49 years at the end of May. 

 

Llongyfarchiadau 

Our congratulations must go to Liz 
Mathews, Aberhyddnant, who has 
been taking services at Crai church 
for some time now.  On the 16th 
June she was licensed as a Reader 
at a service in Brecon Cathedral.  
Well done Liz and thank you for 
serving tea and coffee after services 
at church! 

Welsh Border Ride 

Bethan Matthews, Aberhyddnant, and 
Charm, her five-year-old homebred mare 
navigated the entire 1500km of the 
Welsh border in June to raise money for 
two charities.  They tackled bridges, 
beaches, highways and hills on what 
formed an epic 29-day trek.  The trip 
took a year to plan and involved days of 
up to 11 hours in the saddle.  No rest 
days were planned but some days were 
just 20km, which meant Charm could 
have 20 hours in the field to relax 
afterwards. 

Their longest day was just over 60km 
and they always stopped so Charm 
could have lunch time feed — Paul, Liz 
and Joe took turns to drive a support 
vehicle which is a horse box and if the 
weather was bad then Charm could 
stand in there for some hay and get out 
of the rain. 

Beth adapted her tack so Charm was 
bitless to enable her to stop for a snack en route.  This meant Charm could 
graze more easily as she travelled — the stopping to graze is a habit Beth 
will probably have to get her out of now!” 

After Bethan posted about her plans on Facebook last year, more than 
100 people came forward with offers of accommodation for the pair and 
numerous others stopped to chat with them on the road. 

At the time of writing Beth had already raised £2,000 for charities Blind 
Veterans UK and Swansea-based Communities for Horses, which works 
to improve education and welfare standards, but was hoping that 
donations would mount in the final days of her trip. 

Blind Veterans has done amazing things to help Liz’s Dad and has 
enabled him to remain independent although he is a 94 year old D-Day 
Veteran who is registered blind. 

We are really grateful for all the support and generous donations that Beth 
has received from the community and wider a-field.  Thank you. 

To donate to Communities For Horses go to: justgiving.com/fundraising/
welshride.  To donate to Blind Veterans please go to: justgiving.com/
fundraising/welshborder.  Thank you. 


