
March 2019 

Sunday 3 March, 2-4pm Garden Club (see inside) 

Wed 20 March, 10.30am Coffee Morning 

Tuesday 2 April, 9.30am Dragon Ride meeting (see inside) 

Wed 17 April, 10.30am Coffee Morning 

Saturday 27 April, 7pm Post Lambing Supper 

Sunday 26 May, 2-4pm Plant and Produce Sale 

Would you like Crai News by email?  You can still have the paper copy as 
well if you wish but the eNews will arrive at least a week earlier.  To 
receive a copy please send a request to crainewsinfo@gmail.com.  You 
can also view past copies at groups.google.com—search for crai news. 

The next issue of Newyddion Crai News will cover May/June and the 
copy deadline is Monday 29 April.  Please send contributions by email to 
crainewsinfo@gmail.com, call 636210 or visit Ysgubor Tanyfedw.  
Thanks.  David Dry 

Mis Mawrth 2019 

Road Closure 

The road from Tŷ Gwyn to Llwynneuadd is going to be closed from 
18-20 April for Welsh Water to renew a stop tap. 

Easter services at Horeb Chapel 

Good Friday, 2.30pm—Rev Euros Jones-Evans. 

Easter Sunday, 10.30am—Communion Service led by Mr Wyn Lewis. 

Easter services at St Ilid’s to be announced. 

 

“Christ the Lord is risen today!”  Hallelujah! 

Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Fought the fight, the battle won: 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

   Charles Wesley, 1707-88 

Our Post Lambing Supper on 27th April provides an excellent opportunity 
to come together for a sociable evening with friends and neighbours.  You 
can be assured of a good hot supper with some light entertainment thrown 
in.  Please do support this excellent community event. 



Lent 

Crai Energy Club? 

It has been suggested by 
The Green Valleys that 
we consider setting up 
an Energy Club in Crai. 

The purposes of this 
cooperative venture 
would be to match 
potential and existing 
energy generators with 
energy consumers in the 
same area. The way that 
it works is that generators sell 
electricity to a particular supply 
company, and the consumers also 
receive their electricity from the 
same company. Both generators 
and consumers have smart meters 
fitted, which can record generation 
and use in half-hour intervals during 
the day.. When consumers use 
their electricity in the same half-
hour as it is being generated, the 
usage is matched. Consumers pay 
their energy supplier an agreed rate 
for all the units used at the time of 
generation, and the energy supplier 
pays this match rate to the 
generator. Currently consumers 
pay around 12p per kWh while 
generators only receive about 5p 
for each kWh that they export. If the 
match tariff is set at around 8p per 
unit, the consumers save and the 
local generators receive more 
income. Everyone benefits and the 
money is kept locally as there is a 
link (via the supplier) between 
generator and consumer. 

An electricity generator includes all 
those of you with solar panels of 
course, as well as those with larger 
schemes. 

Another potential project is for 
communities to collectively develop 
new renewable energy schemes. 
There is a growing community 
energy movement in Wales, where 
individuals can invest in new 
renewables and receive a financial 
return on their investment. If there 
is a good renewable energy site 
which a land or building owner are 
not wanting to finance on their own, 
a Community Benefit Society could 
be formed to raise the necessary 
finance and install the generation, 
with the income from the sale of 
electricity returning to the investors. 

If any of this is of interest please 
contact me and we will hold an 
initial meeting with Gareth Ellis from 
The Green Valleys to discuss the 
possibilities (01874 636669 or 
weston.tanyfedw@gmail.com). 

Crai community has proved that we 
can work together for our mutual 
benefit through the introduction of 
superfast broadband. This may be 
another way of helping ourselves. 

Charles Weston, Tanyfedw 

This is a period of preparation for 
Easter, starting on Ash Wednesday 
it lasts for approximately six weeks, 
40 days.  Many years ago, Easter 
was traditionally the time to be 
baptised and one of the few 
occasions when normal men and 
women were able to receive 
communion.  In order to make 
ready for these events people were 
expected to observe a time of 
preparation, cleansing their minds 
and bodies.  It is a time observed in 
the Anglican, Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Methodist and Catholic churches. 

The period of 40 days represents 
the time Jesus spent in the 
wilderness being tempted by Satan, 
preparing himself for his ministry.  
Today, many Christians prepare for 
Easter by choosing to give up 
something they enjoy—such as a 
particular food, caffeine, alcohol, 
watching TV, social media, or even 
sleep. 

But it also a time to think about our 
faith and how we live in faith in the 
modern world.  Each year a Lent 

study course is offered by Rev. 
Paul Wilding which is open to 
everyone, churchgoers and non-
churchgoers, as an opportunity to 
reflect on this special time of year. 

This year’s course will be 
‘Generosity and the Inheritance of 
Lent’ which can be best summed 
up by the opening remarks by 
Archbishop John: 

‘This Lent Book … draws together 
two major themes: the generosity of 
God’s love revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ, and the inheritance of Jesus’ 
life and teaching which provide the 
fundamental basis for our life as 
Christians.  These two themes, 
woven around the familiar stories of 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter, and 
leading us on to Pentecost, will, I 
hope, help to deepen our 
understanding of what it truly 
means to live the Christian life.’ 

To take place at 7.30pm each 
Monday during Lent, starting 
Monday 11th March at The 
Vicarage, Station Road, 
Sennybridge—ALL WELCOME. 

Coffee Mornings 

We have had two most enjoyable coffee mornings.  In January Sue 
Robinson talked about her involvement with Dementia Friendly Brecon.  It 
was informative and encouraging to hear how God had helped her cope 
with dementia in her own family. 

In February Mary Evans and her friend Morina came from Llanddew.  Mary 
shared her life story, including the time she taught in Sennybridge School, 
and how her Christian faith had developed over the years.  Mary and 
Morina sang a duet and then we all joined in another song in Welsh and 
English.  As one person said, ‘Mary is always a breath of fresh air!’. 

Come and join us on the third Wednesday of the month at 10.30am—and 
don’t forget the library van coffee mornings on the first Wednesday. 



Crai Garden Club News 

Liz and Paul Aberhyddnant and Sue and Julian Llwynneuadd have very 
generously donated space in their poly tunnels for Crai Garden Club so we 
can practise raising plants from seed and bringing on home-grown 
perennial plants.  We’ve already had a couple of very successful days 
preparing the ground, and workshops with Rose Ty Coch on sweet peas 
and on dividing perennials.  The plan is to be able to raise in Crai the 
plants that will be on sale at the fund-raising Plant and Produce Sale at the 
end of May.  This way, we hope to be able to raise more money for Crai 
Hall funds, as we’ll not have to buy in so many plants to sell.  

We need donations, especially donations of general purpose compost.  
When you’re buying compost for your own gardening exploits, if you could 
buy an extra bag for Crai Hall, that would be brilliant. It would be lovely to 
see a pile of bags of compost mounding up outside the Old Post Office, 
where Claire is happy for them to appear. 

New members are always welcome at Crai Garden Club. Our next hands-
on session is on Sunday 3 March from 2 till 4pm at The Old Post Office. 
Come and join in with us! 

Your contact for Crai Garden Club is— 
Claire, Old Post Office: clairegriffs@yahoo.com or 636772 

Crai Village Hall Fundraising Plant and Produce Sale 

Sunday 26 May 2 to 4pm 

Save the date! 

As usual, we are asking for donations, on the day, of plants, and 
also produce from your garden, or homemade jams, pickles, cakes 
etc to sell on the Produce stall.   Especially marmalade – it always 
sells out, so if you can make some extra for the Sale, Crai will be 
grateful to you! 

Susan Tanyfedw is kindly organising the Produce Stall.  You can 
contact her about your donations on 07552 702800. 

As usual, if you have any spare plants to donate for sale, please 
drop them off at the Hall on the day.  The Hall will be open for 
donations from 10am till 12. 

As usual, we will be selling delicious Crai teas and Dilys, Dan y 
Graig, is kindly organising the teas.  You can contact her with offers 
of cakes or offers of help on 636495. 

New this year: we’re asking for donations now of general purpose 
compost to help us grow plants for sale, in Crai poly tunnels. 

Contact Claire Old Post Office: clairegriffs@yahoo.com, 636772. 

Dragon Ride 2019 

The Dragon Ride cycling event is returning to Wales on the 9th June 2019 
and will once again be passing through Crai and closing a section of road 
between Crai and Trecastle. 

The organisers, Human Race, are keen to work with the community to 
minimise the impact of the event for residents and businesses in the area. 

Human Race are donating £500 to Crai Community Centre in recognition 
of the inconvenience caused by the event and their support of the 
community.  They would also like to hear from any local persons, groups 
or businesses that would be interesting in supplying their services to the 
event; they would be interested in anyone that may wish to marshal / 
steward sections of the route, supply food for the feed stations, exhibit 
their business at the event village or any other suggestions. 

Jo Welch from Human Race will be holding a meeting outside Crai 
Community Hall on 2nd April 2019 at 9.30am to discuss access during 
road closures and meet with anyone interested in supplying services. 

If you wish to get in touch with Human Race in the meantime please 
email roadclosures@humanrace.co.uk. 

Joanna Welch, Operations Manager, Human Race 

Llongyfarchiadau 

Hearty congratulations to Margaret Williams, Gochgarreg, who celebrated 
her 80th birthday on the 10th of February. 

Crai Hall Management Committee adds: This event has become hugely 
successful with a wide range of plants and produce being offered for sale. 
For a few hours our hall is filled with colour and is thronged with buyers 
and sellers.  Already seedlings are being propagated, and you can be 
assured of finding quality plants at the sale. 

There are delicious teas being served all afternoon and this helps make for 
a really enjoyable afternoon.  

This Sale is an important contributor to hall funds and we do ask for your 
support at this important event.  Please spread the word about what is a 
splendid afternoon out! 



Noson Lawen 

Another successful evening with 
Hwyl a Chan—fun and song—with 
a young choir from Devils Bridge 
near Aberystwyth, Meibion-y-
Mynydd, so entertaining with their 
varied selection of songs.  The 
choir has Crai local connections: 
three of the members, Thomas 
Evans—the young compere of the 
evening, his brother Edward and 
their father Aneurin, who is married 
to Elaine, sister to Marion Jones 
(Crai church warden). 

Complementing them a very 
talented and accomplished soprano 
who is also well known as a 
conductor of Cymanfa Ganu’s and 
an Eisteddfod adjudicator—Annwen 
Williams, from Ystradfellte but now 
living near Cilfrew, Neath, gave us 
a most entertaining evening with 
her selection of songs and also her 
most warming and relaxed rapport 
with everybody. 

We were very honoured to have as 

our President for the evening Mrs 
Delyth Price from LLanddeusant 
who, for those who don’t know, is 
the eldest daughter of Gaynor and 
Dyfrig, Bedlwyncoch. 

Delyth has excelled in flower 
arranging with several Gold medal 
awards from Chelsea Flower show 
and demonstrates and lectures 
countrywide.  With her most 
generous donation Delyth also 
presented us with two outstanding 
flower arrangements which she had 
prepared earlier, and these were 
then presented to the Church and 
the Chapel.  Diolch yn fawr, Delyth. 

As always Crai comes up with 
something new every time and this 
year was no different—we had ICE 
CREAM during the interval while 
drawing the raffle!  Our thanks go to 
all those who gave so generously 
and supplied the copious amounts 
of food for everyone to eat with a 
cup of tea afterwards. 

Edwin Roderick, Glanafon 

 


